




Strategies for Addition and Subtraction 
	  
In class we are learning different strategies to add and subtract numbers. The strategies we will 
learn are breaking numbers apart by place value, making friendly tens, and using a 
number line. This will help promote number sense. Students will be taught all three strategies. 
Please use the following examples should you need to help your child at home.  
	  
Addition Strategies: 
	  

1.  Breaking Numbers Apart by Place Value 
• In this strategy students will break one or both numbers apart by place value. They will add 

the partial sums together to get their total answer.  
 
 

a. Breaking One Number Down: Keep one number intact, but break the “harder” number 
apart.  
 

36 + 13 = _____ 
 
36 breaks apart into 30 and 6. The 13 stays intact. So…  30+ 13 = 43 then add the 6 = 49 
 
Student work may look like this:  
	  
	  
	  
	  

b. Breaking Both Numbers Apart: Break both numbers apart by place value 
 

36 + 13 = _____ 
 
36 breaks apart into 30 and 6. The 13 breaks apart into 10 and 3. So…  30+ 10 = 40 and 
6+3=9. Now add both partial sums: 40 + 9 = 49 
 
Student work may look like this:  
 
 

 
2.  Making Friendly Tens 

• In this strategy students will create “friendly” numbers by making one of the addends a 
multiple of ten. They will need to add to one number, but subtract from the other number to 
compensate.  

36 + 13 = _____ 
Choose an addend to “change” into a friendly ten. 36 can turn to 40 (by adding 4). Now 
subtract that 4 from the 13 to compensate. (13 – 4 = 9).  Now add the two numbers.  
40 + 9 – 49. 
 
Student work may look like:  

 
 
 



 
3.  Using a Number Line 

• In this strategy students will use a number line to help them combine addends. They will start 
the number line with one of the addends and then count up the amount of the second addend. 
I will teach them to make “wise” jumps. Their final position will give them their sum.  

36 + 13 =  
Split the 13 into two jumps of 10 and 3 
 

	   	   	   	   +10	   	   	   	   +3	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	   	  	  	  36	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  46	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  49	  
	  
	  
	  
Subtraction Strategies: 
	  

1.  Breaking Numbers Apart by Place Value 
• In this strategy students will start with one number intact. They will break the other number 

apart by place value. They will subtract the parts starting with the largest number.  
 

49 – 13 = ________ 
 

They will split the 13 into 10 and 3. Then will do 49 – 10 which equals 39. They will then 
subtract the remaining 3 and get 39 – 3 = 36.  

 
  Student work may look like this: 
 
 
 
 

2.  Adding on / Counting up 
• In this strategy students will start with the smaller number. They will add up to a *landmark 

number. From this *landmark number they will continue adding up until they reach their target 
number. To get the answer they will add up all the numbers they added by.   

 
49 – 13 = ________ 

      
They will start with 13 and count up to 20. This was a jump of *7. Then from 20 they need 
to count up to 49. So this was another jump of *29. Now they add *7 and *29 to get their 
answer of 36.  
 
Student work will look like this: 
 
 

 
 
	  

 





              Division 
                   ÷ 

Key Vocabulary: 
quotient - the answer to a division problem 
divisor - the number by which another number is divided 
dividend - the number to be divided 
variable -  a letter or symbol representing such a quantity 

63 ÷ 9 = 7 
                           dividend    divisor   quotient 

In class our next focus will be division.  
It is important that your child understand 
the concepts of and the relationship 
between multiplication and division.  In 
order to accomplish this goal, students 
should be able to fluently multiply and 
divide within 100. 

Students are expected to: 

• Interpret quotients as equal shares or number of shares 
 

• Relate multiplication and division as inverse operations  
 

• Understand division as an unknown factor problem 
Example:  32÷8 = ?    *What number multiplied by 8 equals 32. 

 
 

Ø making equal groups 

 

Ø sharing into groups 
 
 

Ø drawing arrays  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Ø using repeated subtraction 
 

 

 

Please review these strategies for solving division problems with your child.  You can help your student 
succeed by making sure they are practicing their multiplication facts in order to improve fact fluency.  If 
you have any further questions on how to support your child, please let us know. 

Thank you for your support, 
Third Grade Teachers 
 

  

	  

	  

	  

• Students should be able to solve division problems by:  

	  



Grafton Public Schools Grade 3  
 English Language Arts - Trimester 2 

Dear Parents, 
 
       Welcome to our second trimester of English Language Arts.  We are providing this 
information as a reference for you when you are supporting your child at home. 
 
This trimester we will continue to fluently read, use evidence from the text, and 
comprehend grade level text using various strategies: 
●  Check for understanding 
●  Back up and reread 
●  Ask questions 
●  Make predictions 
●  Visualize 

 
This trimester we will: 
1.  Read and demonstrate inferential comprehension of grade level text using various 

strategies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Reading Skills 
The skills your child will be learning and how you can support your child: 
 
Recognize elements of poetry - specifically, rhyme, rhythm, figurative language, 
alliteration, and onomatopoeia:  
* Listen to songs on the radio or read a variety of poems and songs, and have your child go 
on a scavenger hunt for elements of poetry. 
 
Employ non-fiction text structures to understand non-fiction text: Text structures 
include compare and contrast, sequence/chronological order, description, cause and effect. 
* Encourage your child to look for non-fiction in their daily lives.  Read a variety of non-
fiction texts, such as newspapers, magazines, signs, and more.  Focus on non-fiction text 
structures and text features. 
 
Determine the cause and effect in a text:  
* Have your child look for clue words such as: as a result of, because, due to, therefore, 
and consequently. 
 
Identify and interpret the moral of a story: The moral of a fable is the message or 
lesson the author wants the reader to understand. 
* Ask your child “What did the character learn in the story?” 
 
Determine the main idea and use details to support reasoning: Your child will learn how 
to determine what a story or passage was mostly about.	  
* Ask your child “Was the title of the story or chapter a good one?  If they could rename 
it, what would the new title be?  Why?”  It doesn’t have to just be about books!  What was 
the main idea of the TV show or movie they just watched?  What was the main idea of 
their baseball practice or dance recital? 

 
 
 
 
 



Trimester 2 Writing  

This trimester we will continue to practice the skills outlined in trimester one 
and begin to grow as a writer by: 

• Write for a variety of audiences 
• Write with different styles and structures which are determined by the writer’s 

purpose and intended audience 
•  Plan, create, revise and edit over long periods of time before completing a project 
• Use various tools and strategies (topic sentence, sensory details,  organizational 

structure and voice) to engage readers and hold readers’ interest.  
 
Although the report card standards for this trimester remain our expectations to meet 
the standard increase by the end of the year. 

•  Use correct punctuation: 
  In addition to using the correct ending punctuation, your child should also be 
 using commas and apostrophes correctly. 

•  Use correct capitalization:  
 In addition to using correct capitalization at the beginning of each sentence they 
 should also be capitalizing all proper nouns and titles. 

 

•  Write with clear focus and organization:    
 When writing your child should begin with a topic sentence that introduces their 
 story, include several supporting details, and a concluding thought. 

 

•  In writing poetry, students will use adjectives to bring their writing to life, and begin to 
express themselves through the use of similes and metaphors.  

 

Parts of Speech Studied: 
•  Possessive Nouns 
•  Adverbs 
•  Adjectives 

Here are some activities you can do with your child at home to help them develop as 
writers: 
 
Review your child’s written work (both homework and returned classwork).  Did they use 
correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling?  Help them find and correct their mistakes! 
Can you find places where your child can add more descriptive words and phrases that bring 
their writing to life? 
 
It doesn’t have to just be about school!  Encourage your child to write poems to friends and 
family.  Is your child asking for a new toy, a sleep-over, or dinner at a special restaurant?  
Ask them to convince you by writing a persuasive paragraph! 
 









Grafton Public Schools Grade 3  
Introduction to Multiplication  

Dear parents, 
       We are about to begin our multiplication unit. This unit will last for about 
five weeks. We are providing this information as a reference for you when you 
are supporting your child at home during this unit.  
 
     Unit Goals and Objectives: 
 
3.OA Represent and solve problems involving multiplication and division. 
 
  *Interpret products of whole numbers, e.g., interpret 5 × 7 as the total number 
of objects in 5 groups of 7 objects each. 
  *Use multiplication and division within 144 to solve word problems in situations 
involving equal groups, arrays, and measurement quantities   
   
Skill focus: Students will be able to multiply using arrays, repeated addition, and 
by combining equal groups (within 144). 
 
Examples of the strategies your child will be learning: 

Repeated Addition 
 

3 x 4 = n 
 

Count by fours. 
 

4 + 4 + 4 = 12 
Or 4, 8, 12 

 
Using the commutative 

property, 
 students may also add 3 

four times. 
 

4 x 3 = 12  
 

3 + 3 + 3 + 3 = 12 
 

Or 3, 6, 9, 12 

Arrays 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  

3	   x	   4	   = n	  
Number	  	  
Of	  rows	  

How	  many	  
in	  each	  
column?	  

Total	  number	  
of	  items	  

X X X X 
X X X X 
X X X X 

Equal Groups 
3 x 4 is the same as 3 groups of 4 

 
  
  
 

After we complete our learning about the meaning of multiplication as repeated addition, equal 
groups, and arrays, we will learn strategies for becoming fluent with multiplication facts.  More 
information on this and how to support your child at home with fact fluency will be coming soon! 
Thank you!  
  











Grafton Public Schools Grade 3  
ELA Trimester 1 

Dear Parents, 
        
     Welcome to our first trimester of English Language Arts!  We are providing this information 
as a reference for you to use when you are supporting your child at home. 
 
This trimester your child will: 
 
1. Work on reading fluency - Reading fluency is reading accurately with appropriate pacing and 
using expression.  
•  A great way to practice this skill is to read aloud with your child at home! 
•  Also, your child can listen to fluent reading by going to www.raz-kids.com and using their login 

to hear books read aloud to them at their reading level. 
•  Encourage your child to do repeated readings of sections of text, such as poems and songs. 
 
2. Respond to question prompts using evidence from the text – Your child will learn to write a 
response by combining the words from the prompt, their answer and evidence that is in the text.  
 
3. Read and demonstrate literal comprehension of grade level text using various strategies. 
 
 
 

Reading Strategies 
Examples of the strategies your child will be learning and how you can support your child: 
 
Check for Understanding: Readers should stop often during reading to make sure they are 
thinking about the text that was read.  
* Ask your child “Who?” (who did you read about) and “What?” (what happened)?  
 
Back up and reread- If your child cannot tell you “who” and “what,” ask him or her to read 
the text again.  
  
Visualize: Readers imagine what a scene from a story looks like in their mind.  
* Have your child draw a picture, comic, or tell you about the picture in their head.  
 
Predict: Readers stop while reading a story and think about what might happen next.  It should 
make sense with what is happening in the story, but doesn’t have to be correct.  Readers also 
adjust and change their predictions as they read and get more information. 
* Have your child predict by using the phrase “I can predict that _________ because 
________ (using evidence from the story)” 
 
Ask Questions: Readers think, wonder, and ask questions while reading.  Good readers 
continue to ask questions throughout the reading process.  
*Take turns asking questions as you read (before, during, and after reading).  They should be 
questions that require higher level thinking: 

Example: “ How would the story be different if…..?” 
 
Describe and Analyze Characters: Readers think about the characters’ traits and how it 
affects their actions.  Readers think about how a character changes from beginning to end. 
*Ask your child to discuss how the characters are similar or different to them. 
*Ask your child to compare characters in the story to people in their life (make connections).  
*Ask your child to think about characters’ dialogue, thoughts, and actions to determine traits. 



Writing  

Entering third grade, your child should already know how to:  

–  Start each sentence with a capital letter 
–  End each sentence with proper punctuation (. ! ? ) 
–  Spell 2nd grade level words appropriately in daily work 
 

In third grade your student will grow as a writer by understanding: 

•  Writers write for a variety of audiences.  
•  Writers write with different styles and structures which are determined by their 

purpose and intended audience. 
•  Writers plan, create, revise, and edit over long periods of time before completing a 

project. 
•  Writers use various tools and strategies (topic sentence and organizational 

structure) to engage readers and hold readers’ interest.  
 
Your child will be expected to: 
 
•  Use Correct Sentence Structure - All sentences should be arranged correctly and 

make sense grammatically.  They should include a noun and a verb. 
 
•  Write with Clear Focus and Organization – Your child will write about a single idea 

and follow a logical sequence. 
 
•  Write with Descriptive Details - When writing, your child pay close attention to the 

details by using all of their five senses. Teaching your child to write more 
descriptively will improve their writing by making it more interesting and engaging to 
for readers to read.  

 
 
 
 

Parts of Speech Studied: 
•  Common and Proper Nouns 
•  Pronouns 
•  Action and Irregular Verbs 

Here are some activities you can do with your child at home to help them develop as 
writers: 
 
Review your child’s written work (both homework and returned classwork).  Did they use 
correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling?  Help them find and correct their mistakes! 
Can you find places where your child can add more descriptive words and phrases that bring 
their writing to life? 
 
It doesn’t have to just be about school!  Encourage your child to write thank you letters and 
notes to friends and family.  Is your child begging you for a new toy, a sleep-over, or dinner 
at a special restaurant?  Ask them to convince you by writing a persuasive paragraph! 
	  



Grafton Public Schools Grade 3  
 English Language Arts- Trimester 3 

Dear Parents, 
       Welcome to our third trimester of English Language Arts.    We are providing this 
information as a reference for you when you are supporting your child at home. 
 
     This trimester we will continue to fluently read, use evidence from the text, and 
comprehend grade level text using various strategies: 
•  Check for understanding 
•  Ask questions 
•   Make predictions 
•  Visualize 
 

Reading Skills 
 

The skills your child will be learning in this trimester and how you can support 
your child: 
 
Determine the main idea and use details to support reasoning  
Your child will learn how to read longer passages and/or chapter books and 
determine the author’s main idea.   
 
Here are some guiding questions to ask your child to help them practice 
determining the main idea at home: 
What was the story mostly about? Was the title of the story or chapter a 
good one?  If they could rename it, what would the new title be?  Why?   
 
Your questions don’t just have to be about books!  What was the main idea of 
the TV show or movie they just watched?  What was the main idea of their 
baseball practice or dance recital? 
 
Compare and contrast themes, settings, and plots  
This trimester your child will also learn how to analyze several texts and 
determine how they are similar and different.   Students will need to support 
their answers using evidence from the text. 
 
Here are a guiding questions to ask your child to help them practice comparing 
and contrasting themes, settings, and plots at home: 
How are the actions of the two characters similar and different?  Do two 
characters have similar character traits or are they different?  Are the 
character facing a similar problem?  
 
Again, it doesn’t have to just be about books!  Why would your child buy one 
toy or book over another?  What is similar and different about Swirls & 
Scoops and Friendly’s? 



   Trimester 3 Writing 
 

This trimester we will continue to assess the following skills in writing: 
•  Use correct punctuation  
•  Use correct capitalization  
•  Write with correct sentence structure  
•  Write with clear focus and organization  
•  Write with descriptive details  
•  Spell grade-level words correctly in daily writing  
 
Although the report card standards for this trimester remain our 
expectations to meet the standard increase by the end of the year. 
•  Write with descriptive details  
In addition to using adjectives and adverbs to bring their stories to life 
children should also express themselves through the use of similes, 
metaphors, idioms, and other figurative language. 
 

Word Work/ Parts of 
Speech continued: 
•  Nouns, verbs, adjectives, 

adverbs 
•  Prefixes, suffixes 

Here are some activities you can do with your child at home to help 
them develop as writers: 
Review your child’s written work (both homework and returned classwork). 
Can you find places where your child can add more descriptive words and 
phrases that bring their writing to life?  Did your child include as many 
details in their written work as they would if they told you the story out 
loud? 
 
It doesn’t have to just be about school!  Encourage your child to write 
thank you letters and notes to friends and family.  Is your child begging you 
for a new toy, a sleep-over, or dinner at a special restaurant?  Ask them to 
convince you by writing a persuasive paragraph!	  
	  


